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Abandoned Cemeteries 4=

Many abandoned cemeteries in Minnehaha County have been restored during the last thirty years through volunteer efforts
led by the late Ray E. Novak. The Minnehaha County Commissioners have been very supportive of this work. It is hoped
that citizens and neighbors living near these burial grounds would continue to care for them, thus showing respect to the an-
cestors of the area.

Dennis Griffith, member of SVGS, is interested in a cemetery located in the southeast quarter of Section 17 in Highland
Township. He has ancestors buried in the area. This particular cemetery has been referred to as Old Highland. The quarter
was homesteaded by Erick Elveson/Elverson who came to the United States in 1874. According to a History of Minnehaha
County by Dana R. Bailey, "A Norwegian Lutheran Church building was erected in 1884 on the SE corner of Section 17,
but on the 21st day of July 1884, after having been enclosed, and three services held therein, the building was blown down
during a heavy wind." It is assumed that the cemetery was an extension of this church body.

Today this small cemetery is again overgrown with plum and lilac bushes after being restored in the summer of 1984. No
road leads directly to the cemetery that is located in the middle of a field owned by Roger Elverson and farmed by his fam-
ily. Grave markers found in this cemetery contain the following information:

*Ole Thorson Bolstad born in Sagen, Norway 20 Dec. 1835 and died 4 Sept. 1899
*Marit Bolstad, wife of Elias Bolstad, born 1831 and died 1884

*Thor E., son of E. T. Bolstad, born 17 Feb. 1861 and died 14 Mar. 1876

*Elias Thorson Bolstad born in Sagen, Norway 22 Dec. 1820 and died 8 Nov.1887
*Oline Benson born 10 July 1862 and died 25 Mar. 1877

*Ellen Ellingson born 29 April 1854 and died 30 June 1886

*Inga Ellingson born 27 Dec. 1858 and died 29 June 1886

Will this cemetery be preserved and how much longer will the headstones be there? Are there more headstones buried under
the twisted roots and trees? Dennis is wondering if his great grandmother, Anna Amundson Oihus, first wife of Ole Oihus,
was buried here when she died in 1885. Ole Oihus was listed as a founding member of North Highland Church in 1890.

The families of Elverson and Oihus were from the Valdres region of Norway; there is a Bolstad farm there and perhaps that is
why these families stayed together wshen they came to the United States. If anyone has information related to the people
named in this article, please contact Dennis at 605-338-1560 or DGriff1688@aol.com

LANGFORD CEMETERY

Langford is a small town in southwest Marshall County, South Dakota with a population of about 300.
Four miles northeast of this town is an old cemetery; at one time a fence divided the Protestant burials
from the Catholic.

The dividing fence is now gone. In the older part of the Catholic side some stones were discovered in a
thicket while hunting. LeRoy Robinson, an employee of Graham Automotive in Sioux Falls, followed his
dog and made the discovery. His wife is a native of the Langford area. Inquiries were made of long-time
residents and no one had any recollection of any of the family names on the two stones which are well
preserved in the dense brush.

Inscriptions *  Charles died 7 May 1891, aged 2 months & 1 day;
Johnie died 17 Mar. 1888, aged 2 days...Children of Charles & Mary E. Mears
(On the narrow side of the stone is inscribed Charles Mears)
* Mary Ellen Mears Barrett, 1895-1918

Is anyone doing genealogical research and looking for these names?
Perhaps other stones are resting in the soil and brush.

Above articles were written by Margaret Novak
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St. Jacob's Luth. Cemetery, Buffalo Twp., Minnehaha Co., SD.
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